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Deadlines, Contact and General  Information 

 
The following forms are to be used by all students, teachers, counselors and others making 

nominations for the Springfield Area Home Builders Association Student of the Month Program.  

Any applicant not selected will be considered in the following months. 

 

Postmark Deadlines for each Student of the Month Application are listed below, any nomination 

not postmarked by the deadline will be held for consideration for the following month: 

 

December 31, will be eligible for January Student of the Month 

January 31, will be eligible for February Student of the Month 

February 28, will be eligible for March Student of the Month 

March 31, will be eligible for April Student of the Month 

April 30, will be eligible for May Student of the Month. 

 

Applicants may reapply in subsequent years if not the winner of Student of the Year scholarship. 

 

Any questions regarding the program may be directed to: 

Lee-Ann Burgener, Executive Officer 

Springfield Area Home Builders Association 

3921 Pintail Dr., Suite B, Springfield, Illinois 62711 

Telephone:  217-698-4941 Fax:  217-698-4942    

E-mail:  leeann@springfieldareahba.com 
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 Dear Student of the Month Candidate: 

 

 The Springfield Area Home Builders Association (SAHBA) is an organization made up of 

firms in the building industry that include builders, remodelers, developers, and associated 

businesses ï all dedicated to improving the professional stature of our industry.  The 

association has developed the Student of the Month/Student of the Year Program to encourage 

qualified students who are interested in the home building  industry. 

 

 We are inviting local high schools, vocational schools, community colleges and individuals to 

participate.  The SAHBA will choose one Student of the Month, each month, January through 

May.  The student chosen as Student of the Month will be invited, along with their parents, to 

attend one of the SAHBA General Membership Meetings.  That student will be recognized 

and receive a gift that will pertain to the building industry.  They will also be eligible for the 

SAHBA Student of the Year. 

 

If you have any questions after reviewing the enclosed materials, please feel free to contact 

our office at 217-698-4941. 
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  Springfield Area Home Builders Association Program Explanation and Guidelines  
  

Students must be interested in the home building industry which may include basic carpentry,  

      drafting, architecture, building trades, heating and air conditioning and other related fields.  

      Previous Student of the Year winners are not eligible. 
 

Students must be in good standing with a C+ grade average or higher. 
 

Students must submit the required academic documents and appropriate forms. 
 

One student will be selected from all applicants for each month, January to May.   
 

The selected Student of the Month, their parents and counselor/teacher will be invited to  

      attend the next General Membership Meeting of the Springfield Area Home Builders 

      Association.  The selected Student of the Month will receive recognition at the meeting, a gift, 

      and a certificate of achievement. 
 

Each Student of the Month will be entered for the SAHBA Student of the Year Award and if 

      selected will receive a $1,000 Robert E. von Behren Scholarship. 
 

The student applicant must come from one of the following 10 counties: Sangamon, Menard, 

      Macon, Logan, Cass, Scott, Christian, Macoupin, Montgomery and Morgan. 

January SAHBA 
Student of the 

Month  

February SAHBA 
Student of the 

Month  

March SAHBA 
Student of the 

Month  

April SAHBA 
Student of the 

Month  

May SAHBA  
Student of the 

Month  

SAHBA Student of the Year  



 Applicants will be judged on the following criteria: 
 

  - Academics 

  - Involvement with the building industry 

  - Leadership & extracurricular activities 

  - Community involvement 

  - Awards, honors & achievements 
 

 Selected Students of the Month, their parents and counselor/teacher will be invited to attend a 

General Membership Meeting of the Springfield Area Home Builders Association.  This 

meeting includes dinner, recognition of the Student of the Month and the SAHBA program. 
 

 The Student of the Month will be recognized at this meeting with a certificate of achievement 

and a gift.  
 

 Announcement of the Student of the Month will be sent to the studentôs local newspaper and 

the high school. 
 

 The Student of the Month will be entered into the competition of the Springfield Area Home 

Builders Association Student of the Year. 
 

 In addition to the recognition noted above, the Student of the Year will receive a $1,000 

scholarship. 

Student of the Month Awards and Recognition 
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 Studentôs responsibilities 
 

1. Students must submit a completed 

application form within the deadlines 

listed below. 

2. Students are responsible for securing 

their most recent transcripts and 

submitting them with the application. 

3. Students must submit a letter of 

recommendation from their school 

counselor or teacher along with their 

application. 

 

  

 School Personnelôs responsibilities 
 

1. School personnel are encouraged to 

promote the Student of the Month 

Program and to disseminate materials to 

students and their families. 

2. School personnel are encouraged to 

recommend eligible students for 

nomination to the Student of the Month 

Program. 

3. School personnel are responsible for 

providing a letter of recommendation for 

the student that is nominated. 

 



SPRINGFIELD AREA HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH/YEAR APPLICATION 2010  

  

 Candidate Profile 
 

 Candidateôs Name            

 
 Address    City   State   Zip    
Permanent address or address where you can be reached during summer months. 
 

 Telephone     Cellular Phone      
 

 Email Address            

 

 School Name             

 

 G.P.A (out of)     Year in School     

 

 Major (if applicable)            

 

  

  

  

 Academics 

 
 Indicate coursework related to the building industry/construction field: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your scholastic leadership roles: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your awards & recognition: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Building Industry Involvement  

 

Describe any building industry work involvement (i.e., classes, organizations, Habitat for Humanity, employment, etc.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe any building industry recognition: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Community, Leadership & Extracurricular Activities  

 

Describe any involvement in extracurricular activities, leadership and recognition you have received (i.e., scouts, 

sports, music, local community, church, etc.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Building Industry Involvement  

 

Describe any building industry work involvement (i.e., classes, organizations, Habitat for Humanity, employment, etc.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe any building industry recognition: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Community, Leadership & Extracurricular Activities  

 

Describe any involvement in extracurricular activities, leadership and recognition you have received (i.e., scouts, 

sports, music, local community, church, etc.): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 Career Goal/Plan 

Write a few sentences on your career goal/plan: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where do you see yourself in five years and what will you be doing? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Why should you be awarded the SAHBA Student of the Month award? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Attach an additional sheet if necessary.  
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 Robert E. von Behren  
Memorial Scholarship Fund  

 

Student of the Month   
Student of the Year  

Program  

The Springfield Area Home Builders Association (SAHBA) proudly created the Springfield 
�$�U�H�D�� �+�R�P�H�� �%�X�L�O�G�H�U�V�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �(���� �Y�R�Q�� �%�H�K�U�H�Q�� �0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�� �6�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�� �)�X�Q�G���� �� �7�K�L�V��
fund was created by the SAHBA Board of Directors and is managed by the Sangamon County 
Community Foundation to sustain a scholarship program in honor of past president,   
Robert E. von Behren.  
 
Robert E. von Behren founded, co -owned and operated R. E. von 
Behren and Sons Builders in Springfield, Illinois.  He was a founding 
member of the Springfield Area Home Builders Association, serving 
three terms as president.  He taught building trades and cement 
finishing through local union training programs, emphasizing pride in 
workmanship and encouraging young people to seek work in the 
construction industry.   
 
He instilled in those he worked with a sense of not only building 
houses and buildings, but also a community.  He was one of the early 
�I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �´�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�R�Q�W�K�µ�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P���� �D�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
continues today.  At the time of his death in 2004, his family and the 
SAHBA jointly established the SAHBA Robert E. von Behren Memorial 
Scholarship Fund in honor of his contributions to the Association, the 
building industry and the central Illinois community.  
 
The Springfield Area Home Builders Association (SAHBA) is an 
organization of individuals and businesses in the construction 
industry including builders, remodelers, developers, and associated 
businesses �² all dedicated to improving the professional stature of the 
industry.  The association developed the Student of the Month/
Student of the Year Program to encourage qualified students to 
develop their interest in the construction industry by providing 
recognition for accomplishments and scholarship funds for further 
education.  
 
A gift to the fund will assist individuals interested in a career in the 
home building industry and related occupations, to further their 
careers through college, university or professional education.  
Through tax -deductible gifts, this scholarship program will have a 
strong basis on which to grow.  It is the sincere hope of the SAHBA that the program will 
expand and enable even more students to further their education in the coming years, a 
dream Mr. von Behren held dear.  
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Robert E. von Behren was 
a founding member of the 
SAHBA and served as 
president for three 
different terms.  He was 
also active in the National 
Association of Home 
Builders.  R.E. founded 
and was co -owner and 
operator of R.E. von 
Behren and Sons Builders, 
after having worked in 
the Springfield housing 
industry for  many years. 
He was active in many 
and varied organizations 
in the Springfield area.  
 
R.E. died December 20, 
2004 and is missed by all 
who knew him.  


